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EDITORIAL 


* 


This evening it is our very great pleasure to welcome to Grestv Road, tho Officials, 
plavers and supporters of Sheffield Wednesdav F.C. There will bo very fow supportors 
who will not know their current Manager, Jack Charlton, for apart from his managoriat 
experience he has been a regular contributor on the T.V, networks especially on tho 
International scene. All his plaving career was spent with Leeds United making in alla 
total of 629 appearances for them. Ha was also capped for England on 35 occasions and 
also featured in that never to be forgatten 1966 Werld Cup Triumph at Wembley. When 
his playing career came to an end he took over as Manager of Middlesborough and took 
them up to the First Division, an ambition he also has for his present club Sheffield 
Wednesday. One step of the ladder has already been achieved for they secured 
promotion from Division Three to Division Two. 


On the last occasion this e'd established club visited Gresty Road, on 11th January 
1936 for an F.A. Cup Third Round Tie, | clearly remember as a youngster the despondent 
feeling | had when | was ursb!e to attend that particular game and even moreso when 
| knew that Crewe h2i managed to hold the star studded Wednesday side to a 1-1 
draw. In the replay at the end of normal time the teams were still level at 1-1 but the 
home side eventua'\y rémn cut the winners by a 3-1 margin. From that day to the 
present time the clurs hsve nsver met in the league, league cup or F.A. cup competitions. 
Therefore after s sc2! cf over 45 vears it really is welcome back to Gresty Road. 


The game against Stckxe City on the 8th August gave home supporters the opportunity 
to see the plavers in ection for the first time and in particular after their first week under 
new Manager Arfen Grifnths. It was no disgrace to be so narrowly beaten 1-0 by the 
First Division side. !nczed rf Paul Keighley had not been so unceremoniously pulled back 
by a Stoke defender in the closing minutes then the scores could well have been level, 
but as is So often the cese2 in such circumstances, we shall never know. 


Our plaving surfece2 !ooxed in excellent condition, the longer close Season obviously 
gave the ground sza‘f that little extra time to bring it to perfection, however there is 
always plenty to do, just ask any groundsman. On this particular subject most of our 
supporters will remember the illness which struck our own groundsman, Sid Barratt 
and which prevented him from coming back full time. He officially retired during the 
close Season after very menvy vears of faithful service; his face will not be seen so often 
at Gresty Road these days but the intense pride he had in this Gresty Road pitch and 
the compliments which so regularly were paid to ‘his pitch’ will be remembered for 
many years to come. Enjoy that well earned retirement Sid and mav vour health steadily 
improve. 


According to one of the National Sunday Newspapers we will not be having a great 
deal to look forward to during the Season yet to come for their crystal ball gazing has 
forecast that our league position at the end of the 1981/82 Season will be 92nd out of 
92. Confidence indeed, should that prove to be wrong even by only a place or two we 
will have to remind them that they were wrong. Our home games start with a visit from 
Bristol Rovers on Wednesday, 2nd September in the Football League cup and this 
will be followed by our first feague fixture of the Season versus Torquay United on 
Sunday, 6th September, kick-off 3.00 p.m. 


H. FINCH, Editor. 





Cowdall’s Printing Co., 16 Flag Lane, Crewe. Tel. 212389 


Pen Pictures of our visitors, SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 


BOB BOLDER. A giant of @ goalkeeper who developed through the Junior teams at 
Hillsborough. He made his league debut for the Owls in 1977 and is now the regular 
first team choice. 


RAY BLACKHALL. Served his apprenticeship with Newcastle United and came into 
their league side in 1974/75. Moved to Sheffield in 1978 and is another first choice plaver. 


GARY MEGSON. Son of former Sheffield Wednesday favourite Don Megson, who 
has joined the Hillsborough club for a sizeable fee during the close Season from Everton. 


MARK SMITH. Normally plays in the centre back position and should any penalties 
need converting has proved to be most consistent in this capacity. Made his league 
debut in the 1977/78 Season. 


DAVE GRANT. One of the many players who have developed through the Hillsborough 
Junior sides and gained a first team spot in 1977 and has passed the 100 mark in 
appearances. 


BRIAN HORNSBY. Started his !eague career with Arsenal where he played some two 
dozen games for the Gunners. He was transferred to Shrewsbury in 1976 and moved 
to Sheffield for a £50,000 fee at the end of the 1977/78 Season and two seasons ago 
scored 21 goals. Now plays in a midfield role. 


TERRY CURRAN, Started his league career with Doncaster Rovers in 1973 and his 
first move was to Notts Forest for £75,000. Some two years later he moved to Derby 
County also for a sizeable fee and after one year at the Baseball ground went to 
Southampton. It took a £100,000 fee to bring him to Hillsborough. Converted to midfield 
last Season. 


JIM HOLTON. A close season signing from Coventry City. Had many seasons with 
Manchester United and a defender with a wealth of experience. 


ANTE MIROCEVIC. Yet another of the growing band of overseas players now playing 
in the Football league. Made his debut away to Orient in October last year. 


DENNIS LEMAN. A former Manchester City player who made his league debut for the 
Blues in the 1973/74 Season. Two years later he moved to Sheffield and has played in 
almost 100 games for them. 


IAN MELLOR. His career also started at Maine Road in the 1970/71 Season and has 
been a regular first team plaver with all his clubs. From Maine Road he went to Norwich 
City and after a year moved further south to Brighton. In 1977 he came back North to 
Chester and then to Sheffield in the 1979 close season. 


ANDY McCULLOCH. Joined the Wednesday from Brentford in the 1979 close season 
for £70.000 but was unfortunately injured soon after his arrival. Fully recovered from 
that injury and has proved to bea consistent scorer. 


GARY BANNISTER. A versatile player who can operate in the wing forward position or 
alternatively play in midfield. Has also had experience in the North American league 
with Detroit Express. 


Two brothers could also be in the party, PETER and PAUL SHIRTLIFF. Peter was 
the first to become a professional with the club and his brother signed as a full timer in 
November last. 


THE TEAMS 


x 

CREWE ALEXANDRA SHEFFIELD WEDNESDAY 
Scarlet shirts, white shorts Blue & white striped shirts, blue shorts 
To be selected from: To be selected from: 
MULHEARN BOB BOLDER 
LEWIS RAY BLACKHALL 
BOWERS GARY MEGSON 
GRIFFITHS TERRY CURRAN 
SALATHIEL DAVE GRANT 
HUNTER BRIAN HORNSBY 
SCOTT JIM HOLTON 
HASELGRAVE DENNIS LEMAN 
KEIGHLEY IAN MELLOR 
HANLON ANTE MIROCEVIC 
CHESTERS GORDON OWEN 
PALIOS JOHN PEARSON 
HEATH MARK SMITH 

MALVYN STERLAND 

KEVIN TAYLOR 

GARY BANNISTER 


Referee: J. LOVATT (Crewe) 
Linesmen: D. FARRALL, G. RAVENSCROFT. 


CREWE ALEX OPEN DAY, Sunday, 23rd August, from 1.45 p.m. to 5.30 p.m. 

To be opened by the Mavor of Crewe and Nantwich, Councillor Mrs. N. Golding, J.P. 
Cheshire Lads and Dads penalty competition, Football Coaching Competition, 

Karate and Fencing Displays, Dutch Barrel Organ, Stalls, etc. 

Draw for Free Match Tickets. An afternoon out for the family. 

Come and meet the staff and the plavers. 


Admission by Programme, at the gate 10p, Free Car Park. 


CREWE ALEX TRAVEL CLUB 


The first away game of the Season is on Saturday, 29th August at Bournemouth. A 
Coach will leave Gresty Road at 8.30 a.m. Fare £6.50. Book now at the usual offices. 
Your route is as follows: 


CREWE 

A534 to: JUNCTION WITRIMG excains devactamavan sak ean Ges eee ee 6 miles 
M6 M5 South to intersection 11, M5, Junction with A40...........,....... 106 miles 
A40 to Cheltenham Junction with A46 .. 0... ccc cece cence tee ees 110 miles 
A48 to Brockworth Junction with A417 ,... ccc cece ee cece cece atcceeus 116 miles 
A417/A419 via Cirencester & Swindon (By Pass) to Junction with A345 .... 150 miles 
A345 via Marlborough, Pewsey, Amesbury (By Pass) to Salisbury Junc. with A338_—«186 miles 
A338 via Ringwood to Bournemouth ......... cc cece cee eee tenon eas 195 miles 


Entering Bournemouth on the A338, keep ahead of the roundabout at Holdenhurst Road 
then turn right into Ashlay Road. The football ground is in Dean Park off Ashlay Road. 


Next home Games at Grosty Road 
Wednesday, 2nd September, League Cup First Round. Bristol Rovers, kick-off 7.30 p.m. 
Sunday, 8th September, Fourth Division v Torquay United. Kick-off 3.00 p.m. 


Calling Programme Collectors. Why not visit the Programme Shop situated just opposite 
the ground, a wide selection of clubs always available. Collactions also bought by 
arrangement.In addition a wide range of souvenir items are also available at the shop. 


